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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 BUENOS AIRES 05108 
CINCSO FOR INTAFF 



CINCLANT ALSO FOR POLAD 



E.O. 12356: DECL : OADR 
TAGS: MARK, PGOV, AR, PHUM 

SUBJECT: MILITARY NOTES: ALFONSIN TO RESUBMIT TO 

SENATE MILITARY OFFICIALS DENIED PROMOTION ; 
RIOS ERENU ATTENDS FAMUS MASS; JUNTA TRIAL 
TIMETABLE SPEEDING UP? 

1. (U) THE SENATE CONCLUDED ACTION LAST WEEK ON THE 
1985 MILITARY PROMOTION LIST. A TOTAL OF 207 SENIOR 
OFFICERS WERE PROMOTED: 104 ARMY, 57 NAVY AND 46 
AIR FORCE. THESE NUMBERS INCLUDED 14 NEW GENERALS, 
7 ADMIRALS AND 11 BRIGADIERS. THE PROMOTION LIST, 
ALTHOUGH DELAYED FOR SOME TIME IN THE SENATE, 
PASSED THREE MONTHS EARLIER THAN THE 1984 LIST, 
THE FIRST UNDER THE ALFONSIN ADMINISTRATION 
AND WHICH AT THIS TIME LAST YEAR WAS NOT EVEN SENT 
TO THE SENATE. UNLIKE LAST YEAR, HOWEVER, THREE 
INDIVIDUALS WERE DELETED FROM THIS YEAR'S LIST: 
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AN ARMY COLONEL, A LIEUTENANT COLONEL AND A NAVY 
CAPTAIN. ACCORDING TO THE JUNE 27 PRESS REPORTS, 
PRESIDENT ALFONSIN, IN AN ACTION APPARENTLY 
UNPRECEDENTED IN ARGENTINE HISTORY, PLANS TO 
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RESUBMIT THOSE THREE NOMINATIONS, a complete lIST UNCLASSIFIED 

OF PROMOTES S IS BEING POUCHED TO ARA/SC, INR/lAA, 
AND INR/B . 

2. (U) THE MONTHLY MASS SPONSORED BY FAMUS (FRIENDS 
AND RELATIVES OF PERSONS KILLED BY SUBVERSION) 

ATED ONE OF ITS LARGER CROWDS JUNE 25. ARMY 
CHIEF OF STAFF HECTOR RIOS ERENU AND SECOND IN 
COMMAND GENERAL JAIME SANCHEZ WERE AMONG THE 
REPORTED 1000 WHO ATTENDED. BOTH GENERALS WERE DRESSED 
IN CIVILIAN CLOTHES, BUT A NUMBER OF LOWER-RANKING 
ACTIVE DUTY OFFICERS REPORTEDLY WERE IN UNIFORM. 
THIS WAS THE SECOND FAMUS MASS ATTENDED BY RIOS 
ERENU SINCE HE BECAME ARMY COS IN MARCH. 

3. (U) TWO NEWSPAPERS SUGGESTED THIS WEEK THAT 
PRESENTATION OF EVIDENCE IN THE TRIAL OF NINE JUNTA 
MEMBERS COULD END BY LATE AUGUST. ACCORDING TO 
ONE REPORT, ONLY APPROXIMATELY ONE THIRD OF THE 
MORE THAN 700 DISAPPEARED CASES ON WHICH THE FEDERAL 
PROSECUTOR PLANNED TO PRESENT TESTIMONY ARE OPENED. 
NONETHELESS, THE REPORT SAID THE PROSECUTOR BELIEVES 
HIS CASE IS SO SOLID AGAINST THE JUNTAS THAT HE 

MAY NOT PRESENT EVIDENCE ON A LARGE NUMBER OF THE 
CASES. IF TESTIMONY CONCLUDES BY THE END OF 
AUGUST, RECESSES, FINAL SUMMATIONS, THE JUDGES' 
DELIBERATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DECISION 
COULD- -BY SOME ESTIMATES- -TAKE UP A FURTHER SIX 
WEEKS TO TWO MONTHS. THIS SPECULATIVE TIMETABLE, 
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IF IMPLEMENTED, WOULD POSSIBLY CONCLUDE THE TRIAL 
BEFORE NOVEMBER'S ELECTIONS. 

4. (C) COMMENT: THERE IS UNHAPPINESS WITHIN THE 
MILITARY OVER THE THREE DELETIONS FROM THE PROMOTION 
LIST. ONE ARMY CONTACT SUGGESTED TO POL/MIL 
OFFICER THAT THE REJECTIONS WERE A POLITICAL 
"GAMBIT" BY THE SENATE AND THAT THE PRESIDENT 
COULD STRENGTHEN HIS RELATIONS WITH THE ARMED 
FORCES BY RESUBMITTING THE THREE NAMES FOR 
APPROVAL. THE ARMED FORCES BELIEVE THAT, WITH 
REVIEW OF THE LIST BY THE CIVILIAN MOD AUTHORITIES 
AND THE PRESIDENT, ALL THOSE ON IT MERITED PROMOTION. 
AT THE MOMENT RESENTMENT IS DIRECTED AT THE SENATE, 
RATHER THAN AT PRESIDENT ALFONSIN. THE PRESIDENT'S 



UNCLASSIFIED 



APPARENT DECISION TO RESUBMIT THE N^^0J^1^ jp J £ [) 
TRACKS WITH HIS RECENT INTENSIFIED EFFORTS 
(MEETIITH FLAG RANK OFFICERS OF ALL THREE 
SERVICES) TO CULTIVATE CONTACT AND DIALOGUE WITH 
THE MILITARY. WE ASSUME THAT APPROVAL OF THE 
NOMINATIONS WILL BE COOKED, WITH PERONIST AGREEMENT, 
BEFORE ALFONSIN RETURNS THEM TO THE SENATE. ALFONSIN 
WAS REPORTEDLY PARTICULARLY DISGUSTED THAT 
THE SENATE REJECTED COLONEL FRANCISCO D ' ALESSANDRI 
WHO WAS APPARENTLY TURNED DOWN FOR ALLEGED 
ADMINISTRATIVE MALFEASANCE. THE OTHER TWO, 
LT. COL. JOSE CESAR DURAND AND NAVY CAPTAIN 
ROBERTO LUIS PERTUSIO, ARE ALLEGEDLY LINKED 
TO THE DIRTY WAR. DESPITE THOSE TWO REJECTIONS, 
THE MOTHERS OF THE PLAZA DEL MAYO — AFTER A TWENTY-HOUR 
SIT-IN AT THE CASA ROSADA- -MET WITH INTERIOR MINISTER 
TROCCOLI TO COMPLAIN THAT OTHERS INVOLVED IN THE 
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CINCSO FOR INTAFF 

CINCLANT ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 12356: DECL : OADR 
TAGS: MARK, PGOV, AR, PHUM 

SUBJECT: MILITARY NOTES: ALFONSIN TO RESUBMIT TO 

DIRTY WAR RECEIVED PROMOTION . WE EXPECT THE 
PRESIDENT'S INITIATIVE TO GAIN APPROVAL FOR THE 
D ' ALESSANDRI , DURAND AND PERTUSIO PROMOTIONS 
WILL PROVOKE CRITICISM FROM HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS. 

5. (C) RIOS ERENU'S ATTENDANCE AT THE RAMUS MASSES 
PROBABLY IS AN EFFORT TO INCREASE HIS STANDING 
WITH THE ARMY HE COMMANDS. ARMY CONTACTS OF THE 
DATT OFFICE SUGGEST HE IS NOT MAKING MUCH PROGRESS. 
ORTIZ 
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